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SECTION A - General

Al Study-unit Code RE5045
A2 Study-unit Title DISSERTATION
A3 Level UG o00 o001 o002 o003 oo04

PG o005 ooO06

A4 ECTS Credits (min. 4 ECTS for
UG courses and min. 5 ECTS for | 30
PG courses)

AS SSRGS Dissertation
A6 Period of Study oSem 1 O Sem 2
oYR oSP/Sem 3
A7 No of occurrences in same
Once

semester
A8 Department Offering Unit Centre for Resilience and Socio-Emotional Health
A9 Faculty Responsible University of Malta, University of Crete, University ¢
A10 Availability to Visiting Students o Yes o No
All Estimated Student Numbers 30
A12 Maximum class size
SECTION B - Rationale
Bl Is this a (please tick as appropriate):

o New Study-unit Yes

O Change to an existing Study-

unit
B2 Rationale for new unit or changes to existing unit

One of the aims of the Masters' programme is to enable course participants to
undertake practice-based research in a particular area related to the topics in the
resilience and wellbeing of children and young people or adults working with them
covered during the course. As a core component of the European Masters in
Resilience, the dissertation carries 30 ECTS, which is one third of the total number of
ECTS in the programme. Participants will thus have the opportunity not only to
appreciate the role of scientific enquiry in the promotion of resilience and mental
health of children and young people, but also to contribute to knowledge related to
evidence- based practice in the resilience of children and young people.




B3 From which academic year will this unit become available/change?
2023-2024

B4 Withdrawals (new study-units only)
If this study-unit is replacing an existing one which will not be offered again, please
identify the existing study-unit here.

B5 By which Departmental or Faculty Committee has this study-unit been approved?

Department: Centre for Resilience and Socio-Emotional Health

Minuted Decision & Date: Centre Board Meeting, 13th November 2018

SECTION C - Study-unit details

a Name and status of Prof Carmel Cefai (University of Malta)/ Prof
Coordinating Lecturer Anastassios Matsopoulos (University of Crete), Prof
Co-lecturer/s (if any) and Respective dissertation supervisors
status

Cc2 Is this study-unit compulsory for any programme of studies? (If in the affirmative,
please list all programmes for which this study-unit is compulsory)

European Masters in Resilience

Is this study-unit offered as an elective in any programme of studies? (If in the
affirmative, please list all known programmes in which this study-unit features as
an elective)

c3 Pre-Requisite qualifications

ca Pre-Requisite Study-units

Cc5 Co-Requisite Study-units

Ccé Description of this Study-unit

The dissertation provides the opportunity to course participants to undertake practice
based research (includes data collection and analysis) in an area related to the
resilience and wellbeing of children and young people covered during the course,
and contribute to the knowledge of the subject investigated. It should be completed
during the third semester of the course and submitted as a dissertation of around
15,000-20,000 words. Students will also sit for an oral examination. Detailed
guidelines on the proposal and completion of the dissertation and criteria and
procedures for its examination will be made available on a dissertations guidelines




cé6
(cont.)

c7

Study-unit Aims

The Masters programme encourages participants to adopt research and evaluation
as an integral part of their practice. The course takes a pluralistic approach to
research methodology and values qualitative and quantitative methods equally. The
dissertation is the major integrative research activity that will equip course
participants with the research expertise necessary for practicing within an
evidence-based profession. It aims to give course participants the knowledge, skills
and confidence to carry out and to appraise resilience practice research, and
evaluation studies.

C8

Learning Outcomes

1. Knowledge & Understanding: By the end of the study-unit the student will be
able to:

- Critically compare and contrast the principles and concepts of qualitative and
quantitative methodologies of child/young people's resilience and wellbeing research
and their applicability to different research questions.

- Critically investigate a relevant field of inquiry to the level required at masteres level.
- Critically evaluate the methodological appropriateness and validity of outcomes of
published research studies in the area.

- Critically analyse the features and importance of the stages of planning, execution,
analysis and write-up of a major piece of scientific investigation related to the
programme.

2. Skills (including transferable [generic] skills): By the end of the study-unit the
student will be able to:

- Identify and critically analyse the nature and importance of an original research
question in their area of professional practice.

- Produce a scientific study in resilience, with appropriate conduction of the stages of
planning, data collection, analysis and write-up.

- Demonstrate skill in carrying out an investigation in an area of professional work
relevant to child/young people's resilience and wellbeing issues.

- Demonstrate critical skills in the analysis of the limitations of one's own and others'
related research work.

- Demonstrate competence in analysing ethical issues relevant to a particular
investigation and in implementing the necessary ethical considerations and
procedures.

Cc9

Teaching and Learning Methods

Method Number of Sessions Duration hours each

Fieldwork

Independent Study

Lectures

Performance

Placement

Practical Study-unit

Practicum




c9
(cont.)

Project

Seminar

Dissertation

Yes

Tutorials

Online learning

Group Learning

Other (please specify)

Total learning hours

C10

Method of Assessment (when the assessment of a study-unit comprises two or
more components, the % weighting for each component is to be clearly

indicated)

Method

Duration in hours or
length in words (as
applicable)

Percentage Wtg

Assignment

Analysis Task

Case Study (take home)

Case Study (exam conditions)

Clinical Assessment

Clinical Report

Classwork

Competencies

Dissertation

L5,000-20,000 dissertatior

100%

Essay

Examination

Oral and Written Exercises

Oral Examination

100%

Objective Structured Clinical
Examination

Seminar Paper

Fieldwork

Logbook

Long Essay

Portfolio

Practical

Presentation

Project

Reflective Diary

Report

Research Paper

Thesis

Transcription

Workbook

Workshop

Other (please specify)




Ci1

Main Text/s and any supplementary readings (Please indicate whether these items
are available at the Library or otherwise, against each entry as applicable. This
information is requested for costing purposes only. Lecturers are required to ensure
that essential texts which are not available at the Library are ordered through the
normal library procedures):

Abbott, M.L. (2017). Using statistics in the social and health sciences
with SPSS® and Excel®.

Hoboken, New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Babbie, E. (2013). The Practice of Social Research. 10th ed. Belmont,
CA: Wadsworth.

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2013). Successful Qualitative Research: A
Practical Guide for Beginners. London: Sage.

Denzin, N. K. & Lincoln, Y. S. (2005). (Eds.). The Sage handbook of
qualitative research. UK: Sage Publications

Foreman-Peck, L. & Winch, C. (2010). Using Educational Research to
Inform Practice A practical guide to practitioner research in universities
and colleges. Oxon: Routledge.

Kvernbekk, K. (2016). Evidence-based Practice in Education:
Functions of evidence and causal Presuppositions. Oxon: Routledge.

Supplementary readings

Kvale, S. & Brinkmann, S. (2009). Interviews: Learning the craft of
gualitative research interviewing. London: Sage.

Maxwell, J. A. (2013). Qualitative Research Design: An Interactive
Approach (3rd ed.). London: Sage.

Reid, A., Hart, P., Peters, A. (2014). A Companion to Research in
Education. London: Springer.

Smith, J. A., Flowers, P., & Larkin, M. (2009). Interpretative
phenomenological analysis. Theory, method and research. London:
Sage Publications.

Robson, C. (2011). Real World Research (3rd ed.). Sussex: Wiley
Yin, R. K. (2013). Case Study Research: Design and Methods (5th
ed.). London: Sage.
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